Welcome to Mrs. Wheeler’s Second Grade!!

The following is some information about my second grade class.  This year you will be amazed as your children grow, and become responsible, respectful, independent second graders.  If you ever have any questions, please ask.  Call me, or send a 

note or an e-mail, and I will do my absolute best to help.  I look forward to a wonderful year!       (608) 429-2151 Ext. #135       Wheest@pasdwi.org
----------------------------------------------------------------
Reading: The Guided Reading program uses trade books which allow every child to read at their own level.  We will use this along with the Daily Five/CAFÉ, where our goal is for children to learn how to become independent readers, writers, and learners.  Also used: Accelerated Reader computer program, self-selected library books, shared reading, character and author studies, and book logs.  
Writing: Students produce daily creative and authentic writing in composition books or on paper during writer’s workshop.  Other types of writing to be integrated throughout the year include fiction/nonfiction stories, sticker stories, poems that are published in personal poem books, and the use of a penmanship book for practice and lessons.

WordStudy/Spelling: We will use the Rebecca Sitton spelling program this year along with word wall activities to learn the 2nd grade high utility words.  After the words have been introduced and studied, the correct spelling of the high utility words should be transferred into daily work consistently.  We will also use McCracken’s Spelling Through Phonics program to strengthen phonics and phonemic awareness.

Communication: Daily sharing, schedule reading, calendar duties, listening, and audience participation.  Turn & Talk discussions, storytelling, sharing of composition books, writings, etc…

Math: Use of the Common Core Math Standard Curriculum, manipulative tool kits, math bins, lessons, targeted practice, home links and other unit activities.

Science, Social Studies, and Health: Foss Science program, Scholastic News, experiments, and explorations.  Map skills/Geography, community awareness, field trips, famous people/dates in history, the world around us, good socialization skills and the development of healthy habits.

Assessment: Samples of students’ work will be kept in portfolios throughout the year.  These will be used to conference and to show progress.  Activities are integrated throughout the curriculum, so connections are made and learning becomes fun!
Special Topics

Specials:     
10:05 – 10:55 AM      


Monday = Phy. Ed.



Tuesday = Music


Wednesday = Art


Thursday = Phy. Ed.


Friday = Library
Homework/Agenda: Your child may have homework on any given night.  Please ask your child if he/she has homework to help them remember to complete it.  Parents are encouraged to help their child, orally or with examples.  Homework will gradually increase throughout the year. Agendas are also used daily in 2nd grade.  Asking a parent or guardian to sign them nightly is another piece of their homework responsibilities as they will be checked for a signature every day.  
Sharing/Opening Duties: Once our regular sharing schedule begins, every student has a lead share day in which they read the schedule, complete the calendar, predict the weather, complete the money chart, perform attendance duties and act as line leader.  The student also has special beanbag privileges for the day.  This also means they are the first student to share any story, happening or item that is significant in their lives.  Traditionally, and very much appreciated, it is also the lead share person’s responsibility to provide the snack for milk break on his/her lead share day.  If you are not able to send one, please let me know ahead of time and I can assist in providing one. 
Book Orders:  Periodically I will be sending home book orders.  Please understand you are under no obligation to buy, it is your choice.  Checks can be made out to the book club you are ordering from.

Monthly Calendars/Newsletters:  These will be sent home so students and parents will know the daily classroom events and when the lead share day is for each child.  Please put the calendar in a visible place as a constant reminder.
Student Rights

At Pardeeville Elementary School we teach and model positive behaviors.  Students learn to Practice Respect, Act Responsible, Be Wonderful Learners and Use Safety Always in everything they do.  There will be positive rewards, such as earning Bulldog Paws, having a popcorn party, choosing from the grab box or estimating jar, receiving PRAISE NOTES home for good class behavior and kindness towards others.  I will continually encourage community spirit in the classroom. 

Behavior/Self-Control:

A visual flip card system is used in my classroom to hold students responsible for themselves.  The color-coded cards designate the consequences of not following our rules and agreements.  

Classroom Rules/Agreements:







1. Show respect for yourself and others.


2. Follow directions the first time they are given. 


3. Be prepared for class with necessary materials.

4. Return homework completed and on time.


5. Stay on task without distracting or endangering others. 

Consequences:


Green card = Warning


Yellow card = Lose 5 minutes of recess


Orange card = Lose one whole recess


Red card = Note or a call home to parent

Blue card = Principal   (An incident report is written and the slip is sent       

                                  home to the parent to be signed and returned.)

*I’m looking forward to an exciting and successful school year!!!!!









Sincerely, 









Mrs. Wheeler 

